
 

Town of Middlebury Planning Commission  
77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT  05753 

 
 

 

Mr. Fred Baser, Chair 
District #9 Environmental Commission 
10 Baldwin Street 
Montpelier, VT 05633-3201 
c/o Josh Donabedian, District #9 Coordinator 

 
RE:  Middlebury state Airport Act 250 9A0158-11 
 
Dear Mr. Baser and Commission members, 
 
We are writing to express opposition to the proposed clearcutting project currently under Act 250 
review north of Middlebury Airport.  We would prefer that trees impinging on the avigation easement 
be removed over time rather than being clear-cut all at once, so that the character of the area and 
habitat function of this parcel are preserved.   
 
The project is located in our Forest District and the Wellhead Protection Area.   

“The Forest District includes areas where topography, natural resources, aquifer/wellhead 
protection, wetlands, wildlife habitats and/or poor access severely limit development or dictate 
it”…. (Town Plan, p. 149) 

 
The Forest District covers a limited area of Town and functions as a Conservation Overlay, imposing 
more restrictive zoning to protect the Town’s forest resources.  In addition to requiring lower density 
(25ac/dwelling), our zoning explicitly limits clearcutting in this district.   

“No logging, clearing or cutting of trees for the purpose of development shall commence prior to 
DRB final approval of a dwelling in this district”.  (Zoning & Subdivision Regulations, p. 113) 

And under no circumstances should clearcutting exceed 2 acres, even for an approved dwelling:  
“The DRB shall limit how much land can be cleared for the purpose of constructing a dwelling, but 
in no case shall approve a building envelope for a house that is larger than 2 acres.  A forestry 
management plan may be required before approval…”  (Zoning & Subdivision Regulations, p. 113) 

 
Maintaining the avigation easement by selectively harvesting trees over time would conform with the 
Town Plan and Land Use Regulations and demonstrate a more responsible forest management practice 
within our Forest District and Wellhead Protection Area.  Conversely, clearcutting the lot would be the 
opposite of the kind of responsible stewardship of forested parcels our Town Plan and zoning 
documents recommend. 
 
We appreciate your consideration of these comments in your review.   
  
Sincerely, 

Middlebury Planning Commission 


